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By Patricia A. Taylor
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his is a p to 'Samantha’,

a unigue, roug absolurely
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radiarg). lis common name, silver
hydrangea, comes from the distincrive whire
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fllows I:hlml.;__',h this shrub, a kinetic -.|.1||F1|1|:|,- 15
created as the foliage shimmers back and forth.

‘Samantha’ is tough. Is native habitar is
the Carolinas, and its hardiness range
extends all the w ay to Zone 4. Once
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never needs fertilizer. "Samantha’ blooms on
new wood, so it doesnt suffer from winter
dichack and can be cut to the ground in
'1']“1':111_ if you want o L"""i‘ it small rather
than letting it nd o 5 by 5 feet.

Last but not least, it is absolurely beauriful,
with pink-blushed to white summer flowers
II'I.H _ LAY .lE.lllihr *i..ll.'l‘.. ‘L‘rﬂ'L'i'I !‘II]i.

S, rlll.' HI:'“'L'FH 1.| r:r [0 4 warm tin I"":t" tl.'lll. .'II:'I-E.[
hold their own through winter snow

The scanty literature that




‘Samantha’ advises growing it in full sun to
partial shade. However, Hank Schannen of
the retail and mail-order firm Rare Find
Mursery, in Jackson, New Jersey, grows it in
deep shade and loves how its flowers and
coated leaves shine in a dark serting.

As o 1ts near total neglecr, thar is indeed a
puzzle. “1 cant understand why it hasnt
created more of a splash,” Schannen says.
“Its one of our favorites ar the nursery.”
Morth Carolinas Brad Martin, owner of
Southeastern Narive Plant Nursery and one
of the fow whoelesalers 1o ofter *Samantha,
agrees. “lrs just sLu:ming." he says, "4 great
plant that needs nothing.”

Heres how Spring Meadow Nursery, a
large Midwestern wholesaler, described
‘Samantha’ in its 2000 catalog: “silver white,
snowball flowers that look more like a
H. macrophylla bloom. Very impressive and
certain 0 be a big hi” Alas, ‘Samantha
struck out, and by the time Spring Meadow
published its 2009 caralog, “Samantha’ was
not to be found.

I've been a "Samantha’ fan for six years now,
ever since | bought two from the now defuncr
and sorely missed Roslyn Nurseries on Long
Island. They grow in light, filtered shade in
extremely poor soil. As a result, the stems are
sturdier and the fowers a medium size. “Grow
it in richer soil,” South Carolina horticulrurist
Clarence Towe wold me, “and you might find
it weighted down a bic by its larger flowers.”
Towe not only intoduced "Samantha’ o the
trade but also named it, “There’s quite a bit of
breeding work going on to try and duplicate
those beautiful leaves, but so far "Samantha
has yet to have competition.”

So there you have it a unique, beautiful,
adaprable, easy-care shrub. Plant it in your
garden and you, oo, may find yoursclf
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Lok Tar this plant at rargfindnurseny.com,
springmeadovnursery.com, as well as
Meadowbrook Farm [ gotamesdowdrook com).

The Barnes Foundation

I'he Barnes Foundation is open five days a
week this summer, Come and ._-,-,j. W dn
unparalleled aestheric experience inside the
Gallery and ouside in the Arboretum.

The Bames Foundation's collection of French
Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, and early Modern
paintings is unsurpassed in breadth, quality, and depth.
| The collection also includes important examples of African
sculpture, American paintings and decorative arts, Old
Master paintings, Native American art, Asian art, and
ancient artifacts, which provide a rich context for the study
of art and aesthetics.

The Arboretum, which features an exceptional collection
of rare trees and woody plants from all over the world, a
S fern collection, formal gardens, and a lilac grove, provides
an unparalleled environment for horticulture education.
The 12-aere Arboretum, which susrounds the gallery
building, reflects and enhances the beauty of the art inside.

For intormation on vigiting the Barnes Foundation please call 610-667-0290
To laarn aboul anl and haorticulture classes and workshops olferad al Ihe Barnes
please contacl the Education Depariment at 610-667-0200, ext. 2259, or the Arhoretum al 610-667-0200, ext. 1071.

THE BARMNES FOUNDATION

300 NHorh Latch's Lang, Merion, PA 12068 = 610-887-0290 = www.barmasioundation org
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CATEWAY
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CENTER

Invites you to
npnﬂennt'ind protect
our natural world. We
offer plants that provida
beauty as well as
habitat for our birds,
bees and butterflies.

gatewaygardens.com
T277 Lancaster Pike

Hockessin, DE 18707
302-238-2727




